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GANGA (Ganges) — The River of India 


(Glory — Significance & Merits of the divine Ganga) 


> AVATHARANA... 
(Origin & descent of the divine GANGA) 


* Origin in Heaven (story of Sri Vaamana Avathara) 


Sri Vamana Avathara was fifth in the line of Dasavatharas of 
Lord Vishnu. This avathara took place during Treta Yuga before 
Sri Parashurama Avathara. 


Lord Maha-Vishnu took this avathara in order to suppress the 
arrogance, vanity and pride of Emperor Bali (Bali Chakravarthi) 
and to restore the glory, power and authority of Lord Indra 
over the Heaven who had lost his power and kingdom (Swarga) 
to King Bali. 


Lord Vamana went to King Maha Bali and asks for three steps 
of land measured by his foot as Daana. Initially Bali hesitated 
to donate just three paces of land as it is a disgrace to his 
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status and was guilty to give such Daana. But later agreed to 
give three paces of land measured by Sri Vamana’s foot. 


When Maha-Bali completed the ritual process of donating the 
land, Lord Vamana assumed his cosmic form (Trivikrama roopi 
Bhagavantha), measured the entire Earth including the nether 
worlds by his first step. 





With his second step He measured the entire upper worlds. 
When his foot reached the Zenith it reached the Sathya Loka 
where Lord Brahma stays. 
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At that time sacred waters emanated from the lotus foot of the 
Supreme God Vishnu and entered Sathyaloka. Lord Brahma 
washed the Lord’s foot with that water and collected it in His 
Kamandalu. 


The water that has emerged out of Lord Sri ManNarayana’s foot 
came to be revered as Vishnu PaAdodbhavi (Goddess Ganga) 
who thenceforth started living in Heaven as SwArga Ganga 
assuming the form of a river. 


* Origin and descent on Earth... 


There are several legends behind the origin and descent of 
Ganga River on the Earth but, prominent among them we find 
in Srimad Bhagavatha Purana, Navama Skandha (9th canto). 


It is said that Sage Viswamithra had narrated this story of 
GangaAvatharana to Lord Sri Rama. 


As per the legend in brief, there was an Emperor by name 
Sagara Chakravarthi of Ikshvaku dynasty (in which Lord Sri 
Rama was born) ruling Ayodhya, who had two wives Keshini 
and Sumathi. By virtue of divine blessing, Keshini gave birth to 
only one son named Asamanjasa whereas Sumathi was blessed 
with 60000 sons. 


On one of the occasions Sagara performed Aswamedha Yaga 
and as a part of the Yaga ritual the sacrificial Horse was 
released to wander in the nearby kingdoms. 


In order to spoil and stop the Aswamedha Yaga, Indra captured 
the sacrificial horse and left it in the Ashram of Sage Kapila 
Maha Muni in the Netherworld (Pathala Loka). 


Frustrated, King Sagara sends his 60000 sons in search of 


sacrificial Horse. After searching in vain finally Sagara’s sons 
——————————————————— SS SSS SS SS Sa SS 
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find the Horse tied in the Sage Kapila Maha Muni’s Ashram in 
Pathala Loka. 


Assuming Sage Kapila as the cause, Sagara Puthras in a fit of 
anger disturbed the revered Sage from his deep penance. 
Enraged at being disturbed Sage Kapila opens his eyes 
resulting in 60000 Sagara Puthras instantly getting converted 
into ash from the furious fire that emanated from the Sage’s 
eyes. 


Worried, Sagara then sends his grandson Anshumantha (son of 
Asamanjasa) to find out the whereabouts of his 60000 sons 
and also the sacrificial Horse. 


Anshumantha finally reaches Pathala Loka where he finds the 
sacrificial horse and also heaps of ash. Nearby he finds Sage 
Kapila who advises him to take the horse back to his 
grandfather Sagara Chakravarthi. 


As a remedy the Sage advises that, only Holy Ganga can wash 
off the sins of his uncles if it is flown over the heaps of ash. 


As time passed Sagara left this world and the generation of 
Anshumantha and his son Dileepa also ended without any 
success of bringing Ganga down to the Earth. Finally, King 
Bhageeratha son of Dileepa Chakravarthi took up the 
stupendous task of providing salvation to his forefathers. 
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He performed a severe penance to bring Ganga down to the 
Earth. Pleased with his penance Goddess Ganga appeared 
before him and agreed to descent on earth. 
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But Ganga advised Bhageeratha; to pray Lord Shiva (Rudra) to 
become a platform for her descent on the earth as He has the 
capacity to withstand her gigantic force to avoid a catastrophe. 


Accordingly, Bhageeratha prayed Lord Shiva who; pleased with 
the penance of Bhageeratha readily agreed to bore Vishnu 
Paadodbhavi (Vishnu Nirmalaya) Ganga on his head before 
releasing it on to the earth. 


Lord Shiva, spread his matted locks and trapped the waters of 
Ganga in them, softened her flow and controlled her force so 
that she slides down on the Earth quietly as a peaceful and life 
giving river. 


Thus Vishnu PaAdodbhavi Goddess Ganga descended from 
Heaven on to the matted hair of Lord Shiva and from there on 
to the Earth. 


Since Lord Shiva bore the Ganga on his head, thenceforth He 
came to be known as GangaAdnhara. 


Ganga at this spot came to be known as Bhagirathi named 
after Bhageeratha due to whose stupendous efforts Ganga 
descended on to the Earth. 


Goddess Ganga (Ganga River) followed Bhageeratha to the 
Nether worlds to purify the souls of Sagara Puthras lying in the 
form of an ash in the ashrama of Kapila Maha Muni. 


On the way the waters of Ganga submerged the Aasrama of 
Sage Jahnu who got annoyed and drank the entire Ganga 
waters. Again Bhagiratha and others prays the Sage who gets 
pleased and for the welfare of mankind releases Ganga from 
his ear. Thenceforth Ganga also came to be known as 
JaAhnavi. 
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Finally, Ganga reached Sage Kapila’s ashram in Pathala loka 
and submerged the heaps of ash of 60000 Sagara Puthras and 
thus helped them in getting salvation. 


King BhageEratha put his heart and soul in the descent of 
Ganga, a no mean feat that became an icon to the world which 
came to be known as BhageEratha Prayatna. 


* Pouranic reference to Ganga River... 


Several sacred scripts including Nadi-Sooktha (Rig-Veda) have 
made reference to the holy Ganga. Sacred texts like 
Bhagavatha Purana, Ramayana, MahaBharatha, 
Bhagawadgeeta, Agni Purana, Padma Purana, Brahma Purana 
etc. have eulogized the significance and merits of Ganga River. 


Epic Mahabharatha took a turning point with the entry of 
Goddess Ganga, who as a mortal woman married Kuru King 
Shantanu. 


e Did you know? 


Ganga Devi (Goddess Ganga) is dharmaPatni of Varuna and is 
placed in 20 kakshya as per Tattvavaada Taaratamya; Kuru 
King Shantanu (father of BheeshmaAcharya) was an 
incarnation of Varuna. 


She gave birth to eight sons who were Ashta Vasus in their 
embodiment and the 8th child was hero of Maha Bharatha, 
Bheeshma Pithamaha. He was also known as Gaangeya or 
Ganga-Puthra. In Mahabharata Bheeshma lying on the bed of 
arrows explains the glory and significance of Ganga to 
Pandavas. 
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During Vedic times Sages used to have their hermitage on the 
banks of Ganga River. Even now many Sadhus live on the 
banks of Ganga River. 


Sage Valmiki had his ashram on the banks of river Ganga that 
was known as Brahmavarta where Lord Brahma had performed 
Ashwamedha Yaga. Goddess Sita Devi during her exile lived in 
the Ashram of Sage Valmiki on the banks of river Ganga. 


Sacred pilgrim centers like Badarinath, Kedarnath, Rishikesh, 
Haridwar, Kashi, Prayaga, Bithoor etc. are all located on the 
banks of river Ganga. 


Bindu-Sar near Gangothri is referred to as the spot where 
Bhagiratha is believed to have performed his penance for the 
descent of Ganga. 


Famous temple of Badarinath is on the banks of river 
Alaknanda one of the six head streams of Ganga. 


The place where Ganga meets Yamuna and Saraswathi has 
become a famous pilgrim center Prayaga the Theertharaj. 


Gangasagar the island at the mouth of river Ganga is said to be 
the location of Sage Kapila Mahamuni’s hermitage which is 
associated with the penance of Bhagiratha and descent of river 
Ganga. Kapila Muni was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 


* Symbolism of Goddess Ganga... 


As per Dharma Sindhu, Goddess Ganga is depicted as 
Chaturbhuja (four hands) with Water Pot (Kalasha) in one hand 
and Lotus in the other. With the other two hands portrayed 
with Varada mudra and Abhaya mudra. 
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Mounted on a white Crocodile (Makara) as her pedestal, Ganga 
Devi is symbolized having three eyes (Trinethri) with Moon 
(Chandrakala) on the forehead, wearing white silk attire, with 
auspicious (Mangala) glimpse. 
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* Religious & Spiritual merits of Ganga... 


People in Hindu religion will be longing to have darshan of 
Ganga and take bath in the Divine River Ganga (Ganges) at 
least once in their life time or even die on the banks of river 
Ganga which is considered as highly sacred. 


To pour Ganga water in the mouth of a dying person is a 
custom among the Hindus. We find people in Hindu religion 


SSS SSS oo 
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immersing ashes (mortal remains) of the deceased in Ganga 
River with a belief that the deceased soul will attain salvation. 


It is said that the very touch of Ganga will sanctify seven 
generations on both sides. 


Taking bath in Ganga River especially during parvakala like 
Uttarayana, Dakshinayana, Eclipse days, Pushkara is highly 
meritorious and helps in remission of sins. 


Every day lakhs of people take bath in Ganga River at various 
places. Several millions of people recall Ganga during various 
religious ceremonies. 


Devout Hindu families invariably keep Ganga water in their 
houses as an auspicious symbol. Ganga water is collected from 
places like Haridwar, Rishikesh and Kashi etc.and stored in 
copper pots sealed with lid. 


Ganga water is attributed with the quality of purity and is 
considered to remain pure over a period of time. It is believed 
that Ganga water has medicinal properties that cure the ill. 


Spiritually, taking a bath in the sacred Ganga River is soul 
cleansing that purify one from his sins. Ganga water is 
considered as extremely pious and said to contain properties of 
Amrutha (Divine Nectar). 


Since time immemorial Hindus life is closely associated with the 
river Ganga in various ways. No religious and spiritual activity 
in Hindu religion from birth till death starts without Ganga. 


Several civilizations, dynasties, epics, have originated on the 
banks of Ganga River. History of Ganga is as old as Hindu 
civilization. 
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Starting from its place of origin in Gangothri right up to its 
merging with the Sea at Gangasagar entire path of Ganga River 
is sacred to Hindus. 


At holy places like Kasi, Haridwar and Rishikesh we find 
devotees offering Aarati to Goddess Ganga in the evening 
Singing devotional songs, which is a sight not to be missed. 


There is also a custom among Hindus that they bring Ganga 
water from Kasi and perform Abhisheka to Lord Shiva at 
Rameswaram and collect the sand from the sea (Indian Ocean) 
at Rameswaram and immerse it with Ganga water with a belief 
that it is a completion of the pilgrimage. 


™ Ganga worship is in seven ways viz. 


> by recalling Her name “Ganga”, 

> having darshan of Ganga, 

> by touching the water of Ganga river, 

> by worshiping Ganga, 

> by taking bath in Ganga, 

> by standing in the waters of Ganga river and 

> by carrying the clay (Mrittika) dug out of Ganga water. 


Perhaps no other river has found so much reference as the holy 
Ganga in Puranas which is in existence since Vedic times. 


In piousness Ganga water is compared with the sacred Thulasi. 
To count the merits of Ganga is like counting water drops in 
the ocean. 


Ganga is not just a river alone it is much more than that; 
sacred, celestial and divine. It is the Queen of rivers, River 
Goddess. Mother Ganga is highly revered in Hindu religion. 
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That’s why even today we find people celebrating festivals 
relating to Ganga River viz. 


e Ganga Dasahara, 

e Ganga Pushkara, 

e Gangasagar Mela, 

e Kumbha Mela and 

e Gangotpatti (Jahnu Sapthami). 


Every year on the day of Makara Sankranthi, Gangasagar Mela 
is held at Gangasagar. 


These festival days are the best occasions to pay our reverence 
to Goddess Ganga the heritage of Hindu philosophy and the 
National river of India. 


At the same time it is also our ardent duty and responsibility to 
protect this national heritage from getting polluted. 


Originated from the foot of the Primordial Supreme God Sri 
ManNarayana, sanctified as sacred water in the Kamandalu of 
Lord Brahma, purified with a descent on the head (matted hair) 
of Lord Shiva, and came out of Sage Jahnu’s ear, Ganga is 
considered as the most sacred (Sreshta) and Divine river. 


Lord Sri Krishna mentions in his famous preaching 
Bhagawadgita — Vibhuthi Yoga (sloka # 31) that He is Jaahnavi 
(another name of Ganga) —“srotasamasmi jaahnavi" (Among 
the rivers I am the Ganga). 


Perhaps we don’t need a better testimonial than this to confirm 
the significance, spirituality and sacredness of the holy Ganga 
River. Vishnu“ paAdaAbjasambhootaA “~gaNgaA% sarvaAdhikaA 
mataA| (Nadii Taaratamya stotra...) 
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Adoration of sacred rivers is prevalent in Hindu culture and 
philosophy since time immemorial and we find reference to the 
glory and significance of river worship in several sacred Hindu 
texts. Prominent among the sacred rivers is the Ganga (The 
Ganges) considered un-parallel in terms of its spirituality, 
merits and religious significance. 


" Vishnu“ paadaabjasambhootaa “gangaa”% sarvaadhikaa 
mataa|" 


Sri VishnuPaadodbhavi Holy river GANGA is Sreshta (the best) 
among all the rivers; 


NADii TaARATAMYA STOTHRAM (Sri Raaghavendra Theerthara 
Virachita - Brahmanda Puranaanthargatha) 

TIT AAA A SA Alora AATF | 

Head Hausa Taso F aes || 

GINS A: | 


Ganga Gangeti yo brooyaat yojanaanaam shatairapi. 
Muchyate sarvapaapebhyo vishnulokam sa gacchati. 


The one who remembers Ganga even when hundreds of miles 
away from Her, and repeats ‘Ganga’ thrice is cleansed of all his 
sins and goes to Vishnulok after death. 


aot ae ye aatared aay | 

HINT AeA ays deal ARTA Sy: Il 

SharIrE jarjarI bDnUtE vyAdhi grastE kalebarE 
auShadham jaanhavItOyam vaidyO nArAyaNoO harih 
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Above sloka is generally recited while taking medicine; when 
the body is suffering /beset with disease, Medicine is like 
sacred water of Ganga and the doctor (Vaidya) is none other 
than the Supreme God SriManNarayana who is Dhanvanthari 
rupi Paramatma; 
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e Glossary of GaNga River 


e ORIGIN & BIRTH PLACE: Gaumukha - Gangothri Glacier in 
Himalayas in Indian Sub-Continent; 


e MERGING WITH SEA: In Bay of Bengal at Gangasagar near 
Hooghly (West Bengal) 


e SIX MAJOR HEAD STREAMS OF GANGA: 


* Bhagirathi, 

% Alaknanda, 

% Mandakini, 

* Dhauliganga; 
* Nandakini and 
@ Pindar 


e GANGA PATH (Countries): India, Bangladesh; 


e STATES COVERED (India): Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand & West Bengal 


e LENGTH OF THE RIVER: 1550 miles (2500 km) 


e MAJOR CITIES COVERED: Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi, 
Patna & Kolkata; 


e MAJOR PILGRIM CENTRES ON THE BANKS OF GANGA: 


™ Kedarnath, 
% Badrinath, 
*% Devaprayag, 
% Rishikesh, 
% Haridwar, 
* Bithoor (Near Kanpur), 
*% KaAsi (Varanasi) & 
LESSER EES —————E——————SEE———————— nd 
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* Prayaga (Sangam - Allahabad) 
e SHAT PRAYAGA KSHETHRAS (Six confluences of Ganga): 
™ Kesava Prayag (Saraswathi meets Alaknanda); 
* Vishnu Prayag (Dhauliganga joins Alaknanda); 
*% Nandaprayag (Nandakini joins); 
* Karnaprayag (Pindar joins); 
* Rudra Prayag (Mandakini joins) and 
* Devaprayag (where Bhagirathi joins Alaknanda) 


Ganga joins Yamuna & Saraswati at Triveni Sangam 
(Allahabad); 


e MAJOR TRIBUTARIES OF GANGA: 
Gomati, Ghaghara, Gandaki, Kosi, Yamuna, Son and Damodar 
e OTHER NAMES OF GANGA: 


* Vishnu Paadodbhavi: Originated from the foot of Lord 
Vishnu; 


” Swarga Ganga: Ganga in the Heaven; 
* Surasarita: Stream of Gods; 


*% Bhagirathi: Descended on Earth due to the efforts of King 
Bhagiratha; 


* JaAhnavi: Released by Sage Jahnu from his ear; 
* Thripathagamini or Thripathaga: One who flows in all the 
three worlds, Heaven, Bhoo Loka (Earth) and Nether Worlds; 
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¢* In Heaven it is Known as Mandakini, 
“- on the Earth known as Ganga (Ganges) and 
“- in the Netherworlds as Bhogavathi. 


* Alaknanda: One of the main head streams of Ganga near 


Badarinath; 


™ Padma: Name by which Ganga is called in Bangladesh; 


> 


FESTIVALS OF GANGA RIVER: 


Ganga Jayanthi or Bhagirathi Jayanthi: Goddess Ganga is 
believed to have descended on to the Earth on the 10th day 
(Dasami) of Jyesta Masa sukla paksha which is celebrated as 
Ganga Jayanthi or Bhagirathi Jayanthi. 


Gangotpatti: Seventh day in Vaisakha masam (Sapthami) 
is Known as Gangotpatti the day on which Ganga came out 
of Sage Jahnu’s ear and came to be known as Jaahnavi. 


Kumbha Mela: is held on the banks of river Ganga at 
Haridwar and Prayaga once in twelve years. 


Ganga Pushkara - occurs once in twelve years when 
Jupiter (Brihaspathi) enters into Mesha (Aries) raasi in the 
zodiac. First twelve days and last twelve days are celebrated 
as Ganga Pushkara festival. 
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> DASA (PaAPA) HARA VRATHA - Ganga (Bhagirathi) Jayanthi 


Jyeshta maasa is the sacred month in which Sri Vishnu 
Paadodbhavi, holy river Ganga (Ganges) had descended on the 
Earth due to vigorous efforts and penance of King Bhagiratha. 


It was on the lunar day of Dasami thithi in the bright fortnight 
(sukla paksha) of Jyeshta maasa GangaAvatharana took place 
that is commemorated as Bhagirathi Jayanthi or Ganga 
Jayanthi. 


Dedicated to Goddess Ganga an austerity known as Dasa 
PaapaHara Vratha (Ganga Dasahara) is observed during the 
first ten days of Jyeshta maasa starting from Sukla Prathama 
(Paadyami) and ending on Sukla Dasami. 


During this period Goddess Ganga is worshiped by taking bath 
in the holy river Ganga early in the morning before sunrise. 


Those living in Kaasi Kshethra are required to take bath in 
Ganga River at DasaAswamedha Ghaat and those who are 
staying away from Ganga should take bath at least in any 
nearby river. 
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If no river is available one should take bath by calling 
out/reciting the holy name Ganga. 


On the tenth day Dasa (paapa) hara vratham is observed by 


exclusively worshiping Goddess Ganga, 

giving charity to at least ten Brahmin couple (Dampathi) and 
Suitably honouring them with new clothes along with Dakshina 
and feeding them. 


Thila Daana; Yava Daana; Gau-daana are also prescribed to be 
given on this auspicious day. 


If ten Yogas (strengths) are coinciding on the day of Jyeshta 
sukla Dasami (Bhagirathi Jayanthi) it is considered as highly 
meritorious that can absolve one from committing ten ghastly 
SINS. 


These ten strengths are... 


Jyeshta maasey, sithey pakshey, Dasamyaam, Budha- 
Hasthayo, Vyatheepaathey, GaraaNandey, Kanyaa-Chandrey, 
Vrushou-Ravey... 


e Jyeshta maasa; 

e sukla paksha; 

e Dasami thithi; 

e Budha (Saumya) Vaasare; 

e Hastha Nakshathra; 

e Vyatheepaatha Yoga; 

e Garaji Karana; 

e Aananda Yoga (Budhavaara + Hastha Nakshathra); 
e Moon in Kanya (Virgo) raasi; and 

e Sun in Vrushabha (Taurus) raasi 


Sri KrishnaArpanamasthu 
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GANGA STOTHRA... 
(Sri Vaadiraajayatikrutha an extract from Theerthaprabhanda) 


8,0 ONew Gardded JOSo obG w, BTVB,ao 
DYDY D2), S DIGWONDVHSO DDQ%3_WV0S0dSo| 
MW DDIEUWUT ONES, DINSIBoUvoez SOs WONG 


DIV GIDOGU GOP Waa, Wea aoe [lo] | 


SW DIOSUOEDE WaIIDVHV Wo OS devo HO: 
VNE YE WUWOWAIN0S HMaAwe DooSa vo VB, oSTE | 
CMOSBE BDOCMBBOE DYNNO DLeIB,O Boedao| 


BAve,3e, BIA,88 Baa Sorted ror wwe || 9|| 


OWING, O VQTMD CwUSAOLH’ VJ, dd VWF 
BoE S2,0 WNW, BIYINSHISIVOTSOS 33 DAOC 


Tlojeb: SOD BSodVOW S HOODOO edoedSo || al | 


F MBN DoaswiAodeeasos Ayo Sa | 
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BOA WBChoeSaogS SLoTeaSayo do Foye 

WYSBO WWWOOHS, WUMS SOWA od) 

OSA MO BONBON VSOod WEG, Myoodsemay 

V0.0 GO WDHAOVA, WE DYBVONOMLo SCoMeVIoaLY | |<] | 


oOo wo 


VAD BED DOGS: SV SH Deab: BOS,0 NSo 
IVEDOIE NSM SY, ANOLDA,S HEBoeyso | 
SO Sa, FOS VSOVBSO BAW VSIO WOSoVIwMoe BOW SO 


o 


8m,Bor Sade Jo.d Sco norte odevGe Fav | [23] | 


Heriorie Bd SeeMevogy HOAO SorwoeDde Duns 
SOORRLDIVSAOVGSO GPAIDWd cere So das 

VW, DYONG SOSMHIGSSESO Dedo WTB, oBvay’ 
DIOOMG BIN OomMWMwsahe Monod Sede BIS [lel] 


DLTIOPWNOINWlLAS H ASCII Gear Sav- 

WP OBBIO HOAOSOVG) SOP SeSeHHoG, Swe 
DLIMOVGS DOWMWAMIGS SMALHLA,. GS YSo 

NOTSOWH) MIVA DVS SOS FN HC VH.W? lle]| 


Nore Bo DBBwovsobaA, Bobwe Hoe, Joo 33,3 
ISO OS SBSH, WS Sw, .VSo aya 
WA, DOE, LSI) DLTAA oS SGeobaoe abegsorr | 
DIVLIVGD, DTWOVES WADIA Do | | es] | 


[| RS SeaoHhow Besse JOWwS (SePrawoBwo )Normadoesay* | | 
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> Ganga Stothra (Sanskrit version) 


ef footy qarachita fatact AaseA SEAT 

Wo Mead Weasel Wared archi | 
alavirreryaaca Aiea: I: Aaray 
cara fatcaset aert aes sftseyer 11° Il 


sreltladehed sMTAe aT Ul ted ate ee: 
CATA HabHAH AA WAAA BAA | 
Het MAHI Yoo AMOSsae SHAT | 
ATANSY UEdidal Aga Astley se 3TEAAT II 


HAA CAG ATAy Wactate HA TY Eaelfet 
CAH A Totty EVO TINTe TAT Aa 

dfe cdl GINA SMeAaiaaatetidtchd: Wat: 
ale: Teh at pdfhas Ff RAAT UAT Isl 


IRIASSATAHAMANA Tee AAT fer CAAT 
ALATA ST TMT oH Moe AAA 
Tact fh TEATS YsHesist Aste Iv 


sfeaeaeitet Arad: fra dd Aa: Wacd Wa 
faediahreyaey aca aeitfsstar | 
HAGE AA Vaasa Ue set 31ers WaT Mil 
Calet dd HlAcialela Hive! Tadd 
PAC HAaN Uetpacahlvre C Ay: 
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UrAalTe HHTGAR TAL UPcHSAA 
ANIMA SoH Mego AMetit des sae lel 
PARTAATAMA A CIM Bat ata- 
Ecole ERAPUMPIANLA AMeaecacAst: 
ditrarad faqrrad adedreaud act 
TaAhas TAHA Ala caasiyat F 3eaAt lb 


Tat cad sa TIATA aaeal atStcHell Afcdica 
Wd Ud HAMA A CHAM Healt Teas 


qspavaiAdiiel ara Ad cdestact Baar | 
UeteICT AaSeotel Ace AleteT AT IC Il 


Stat Marierrat Mraxor faxrtaa (Aleasereet sae ass I 
at PoTIOTASA II 


> Ganga Stothra (English version) 


tvaM dinEShu dayaavatlIti viditaM yadbrahma hastaashrayaM 
praaprtaa thaacyuta paadasaMgamahitaa pashcaacca 
naakaMshritaa| 

souvarNaacalashRuMgamEtya muditaashaMbhOH shiraH saMgataa 
pyaasmaaka kShitimaMDalE tripathagER tuShTaasya bhIShTapradaa 
[4] | 


AdoupaadatalOrdhva bhaagamahasaa yaa rakta nIlaa harEH 
svargastrI kucakuMkumaaMka nayanO paaMtashriyaa abhyaMtarE | 
aMtE shaMbhukaparda pannagagala shrENijvala jOtiShaa| 
janmaarabhya sarasvatina tanayaa saMgEna gaMgaa astisaa ||2|| 


aj~jaanaadyadi sajjanEShu racitadrOh nma yi svardhuni 
svasphUrtyaa sujanEShu dUShaNagaNaarOpaada paj~jaa tava] 
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tarhi tvaaM sagaraatma jaasthinikaraajaanaMtikiMtaiH prabhOH 
drOhaH kiM na kRutaMkimaMba na haraavarOpitaa cOrataa ||3]| 


ArabhyaabjajalOkamaakShiti talaadaayaatayaa kiM tvayaa 
maccittaM bahudUramitya balayaatyaktaMbhiyaajaahnavi 
akShayyaacala tuMgashRuMga nikaraannirbhidya yaaMtImama 
SvalpaM kiM bahUmanyasE shubhakulaMgaMgEM taraMgEcalam 
L141] 


asthisparshana maatrataH kila tava shrEyaH pradatvaM gataM 
vistIrNaanakimacyutasya nagarImanmaatra dEshOjjitaa| 
tadvartmyaaapi sakaMTakaM kimu sataaM saMtaasajO haMna kiM 
kasmaadaMba namE pradaasyasi padaM gaMgE akhilaartha pradam 
LISI] 


hEgaMgE tava kOmalaaMGrinalinaM raMbhOrunI vilasat 
kaaMcIdaamatanUdaraM GanakucavyaakIrNah raM vapUH 
SanmudraaMgada kaMkaNAdatakaraM smEraM sphUratkuMDalam 
saaraMgaakShi jalaanyadiMduruciyE jaanaMti tEnyE jalaat | |6| | 


shriInaaraayanaraamagOpati hRuShikEshaadi rUpO kShama- 
stvaaMhatuM harisUkaraakRutiratha shridEvahUtyatmajaH 
vVENimaadhava biMdumAdhava tanustIrEvyadhatta sthitiM 
gaMgEkiMbahu naaadhunaapi vasati tvadbhartRugE hE apyasou 
1171 


gaMgE tvaM shubhasaMcayasya jayadaa dOShaatmanaaM natviti 
j~jaataM yat kratukOTilabhya sukRutasyaa bhyunnatiM yaccasi 
duShkarmaaNyamitaani dUrayasi yat tvadgEyatO yEkShayaa| 
paanEnaapya vagaahanEna manasaadhyaaneEna vaa ||8| 


| |iti shrivaadiraaja shricaraNa viracita 
(tIrthaprabaMdhasthaM)gaMgaastOtram || 


||shrI KRUShNaarpaNaamastu | | 


(Stotra courtesy > Mantralaya Sri Raghavendra Swamy Matha) 
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UMlse WUHAISS GTA UTS: | 
ANS Al PIA Tay AUT aT | | 
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